
Preface 2026 edition
The tarot is a sym bolic pic ture of the rela tion ship between spirit and
mat ter. It is the giga-grand child of DNA, its lit eral and sym bolic ances -
tor, and an archetypal descrip tion of human per sonal and spir i tual
devel op ment. Spirit and mat ter are those ancient adver sar ies and lov -
ers—opposed to each other yet they long for union. When we hold the
place between mat ter and spirit, we walk the path of what Jung called
indi vid u a tion—becom ing more of who we already are. By draw ing
closer to our own nature, we leave a unique leg acy that endures
beyond death and our name is writ ten in the Book of life. The tarot can
help with this—it’s a dream that holds still.

The clas sic The Maya Book of Life: Under stand ing the Xultun Tarot has
con tin ued to draw inter ested read ers over the 15 years since it was
first pub lished in 2011. Kahurangi Press has re-issued the first edi tion
with a new title that better reflects its con tent and intent. 

This new edi tion is not a major revi sion but there are addi tional
brief sec tions on synchronicity, DNA, and read ings, together with
minor revi sions, cor rec tions and refor mat ting. As before, the minor
arcana are not addressed due lim i ta tions of space. The major arcana of 
the tarot are the big pic ture of our devel op ment, the com pass for our
jour ney. The minor arcana are the local maps to help us find our way
through the bush. 

With the help of indig e nous teach ings and the ana lyt i cal psy chol -
ogy of C G Jung we explore how the Xultun Tarot is dif fer ent from
other medi eval and mod ern tarot decks. It was a gift given to Peter
Balin by spirit, ampli fied by his artis tic skill that brought the cards to
life. It clearly reveals the pro found arche typal pat terns, teach ings and
sym bol ism held within all tarot decks: the Four Stages of indi vid u a -
tion; the Three Paths of psy cho log i cal devel op ment; the four arche -
typal Move ments of the Book of Life, and how each card, dreams,
awak ens, makes love with, com pen sates, mar ries and com pletes each
of the other cards. All woven together on the Loom of Time with the
beauty of Maya cul ture and his tory. 

Mi chael Owen 
—Waterberg, March 2026

i


